FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

"Stork.53 It floated around at about 35 miles an hour and landed
almost stationary on the side of a hill.

Hitler arrived on the scene with Mussolini about noon, and
shortly afterwards the British Delegation was introduced to Hitler.
As I shook hands with this strange fanatical-looking man, I
wondered how on earth he had managed to hypnotize a nation
of more than 80 million people. Goring one could understand; he
was fat and cheerful. He spoke some English and I remarked on
the very low flying of some of his bombing formations which had
passed over shortly before. "Yes," he said, "they must- attack very
high or very low." I saw only Heinkel in and Dornier 17, but
there were plenty of them.

The final scene was a mass attack by at least 800 tanks sup-
ported by infantry, and the noise was terrific. They took no notice
of crops or fences but just went straight across country. I supposed
that the farmers got some compensation, or perhaps it was their
contribution to the proceedings. Later I was surprised to find
seven or eight of the light tanks ditched in quite a small stream
which was apparently just the wrong width for them.

The battle was actually rather artificial and the tactics did not
greatly impress our military experts, but it certainly was a fine
spectacle. The whole country, as far as the eye could see, seemed
full of moving tanks, advancing infantry and guns of all descrip-
tion. At some stage during the manoeuvres about 150 German
parachutists were employed to seize a strategic point, but we didn't
see them. Soon afterwards Hitler departed with Mussolini and I
believe they went to watch an anti-aircraft shoot at a drogue target
at Wustrov, on the Baltic coast, but we were not invited to that.

The drive back to Warnemunde was, perhaps, one of the most
interesting experiences of the visit. We saw numbers of various
units reassembling after the "Cease-fire," which was given by three
aeroplanes flying at some distance apart, emitting smoke trails.
I was particularly interested in the motor-cycle and side-car units,
which consisted of two riflemen on the cycle and one in the side-
car, or, alternatively, one on the cycle and one in the side-car with
a machine-gun.

On the following morning we departed from Warnemunde by
car early and visited a Labour Gamp near Doberan. The Com-
mandant explained the system of the camp, and the policy aimed
at by Hitler, the hardening of youth under strict discipline and
irrespective of class, before Army service. About 150 boys of
seventeen and eighteen years of age were housed at the camp
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